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SUB J : PRIME MINISTER THORN S REQUEST TO MEET VICE PRESIDENT-ELECT 
MONDALE DURING HIS EUROPEAN VISIT 

1 . AT A LUNCHEON IN HONOR OF PRIME MINISTER THORN GIVEN BY THE 
AMERICAN 

BUSINESSMEN'S CLUB OF LUXEMBOURG, THORN ASKED ME PRIVATELY IF I 
WOULD QUERY WASHINGTON TO FIND OUT IF A BRIEF, GET-ACQUAINTED MEETING 
COULD BE ARRANGED FOR HIM WITH VICE PRESIDENT-ELECT MONDALE WHEN THE 
LATTER VISITS EUROPE IN LATE JANUARY. THORN SAID HE WOULD GLADLY 
TRAVEL TO BRUSSELS FOR A MEETING, WHICH COULD OCCUR ON THE SIDELINES 
OF THE VICE PRESIDENT-ELECT'S VISIT TO NATO HEADQUARTERS. 

2. COMMENT: AS VICE PRESIDENT-ELECT MONDALE IS UNDOUBTEDLY AWARE, 
THORN PLAYS A KEY ROLE IN EUROPEAN COUNCILS AS A SPOKESMAN FOR THE 
SMALLER EEC AND NATO COUNTRIES. HE ALSO ENJOYS CONSIDERABLE INTER- 
NATIONAL 

STATURE AS A FORMER PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED NATIONS GENERAL ASSEMBLY. 
THORN IS A SHREWD POLITICIAN, EXTREMELY WELL INFORMED ON EUROPEAN 
POLITICS AND A CONSISTENTLY HONEST AND OUTSPOKEN FRIEND OF THE UNITED 
STATES. I BELIEVE EARLY CONTACT AND CULTIVATION OF THORN BY 
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THE INCOMING ADMINISTRATION WOULD PAY HANDSOME 
DIVIDENDS. IF VICE PRESIDENT-ELECT MONDALE PLANS ANY BILATERALS 
DURINGS HIS VISIT TO BRUSSELS, I STRONGLY RECOMMEND THAT A MEET- 
ING WITH THORN BE SCHEDULED. MOREOVER, EVEN IF NO OTHER 
BILATERALS ARE PLANNED, A BRIEF 15-30 MINUTE MEETING WITH 
THORN WOULD BE APPROPRIATE AND USEFUL, IN MY VIEW, AS A MEANS 
OF HIGHLIGHTING THE NEW ADMINISTRATION’S INTEREST IN THE SMALL 
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AS WELL AS THE LARGER EEC AND NATO COUNTRIES. 

3. 1 PROMISED THE PRIME MINISTER THAT I WOULD FORWARD HIS 
REQUEST THROUGH STATE DEPARTMENT CHANNELS AND WOULD LET HIM 
KNOW THE RESPONSE. WOULD APPRECIATE AN ANSWER AS SOON AS 
THE QUESTION HAS BEEN CONSIDERED BY THE VICE PRESIDENT-ELECT 
AND THOSE INVOLVED IN PLANNING HIS TRIP. GINN 
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